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THE EARLY BEGINNINGS of education for library 
work in the Czech provinces were closely connected with and deeply 
influenced by the efforts of Ladislav Jan Zivnf (1872-1949), a prom- 
inent Czech library pioneer. In his capacity as editor of Geska’ Osudta, 
Zivnf stressed the importance of professional library education. In 
his articles and lectures he informed the public about the high de- 
velopment of library education in the United States and Great Britain. 
As early as 1910, when library education in the Czech provinces was 
limited to sporadic cases of on-the-job training in a few libraries, 
Zivnf published a comparative study of education for librarianship 
in the United States, Great Britain, Germany, France, Italy, and Rus- 
sia, in which he noted the primitive state of library education in 
Austria-Hungary.l His pioneering efforts were at least partially 
crowned with success when the first course for librarians was organ- 
ized under his leadership in Prague in the winter of 1918.2 Another 
course followed in 1919, this time under the sponsorship of the Min- 
istry of Education and C ~ l t u r e . ~  The next important step in the 
development of library education was connected with the enactment 
of the Public Library Law of which Zivnf was one of the principal 
initiators and co-authors.4 
The Law on Communal Public Libraries of July 22, 1919, became 
the legal basis for establishing a formal library profession in the 
Czechoslovak Republic. The law provided in Section 9 that “The 
management of the library shall be entrusted to a special librarian who 
shall have a consultative vote on the library board. In communities of 
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more than 10,000 inhabitants, the salary of the librarian shall be fixed 
at such a sum that the librarian may devote his full time to his pro- 
fession only, while in other communities the librarian’s compensation 
shall be fixed by an agreement.” 
This provision was later implemented by Article 45 of the Decree 
of November 5, 1919: 
Only a person who was graduated from at least the senior high 
school or from an equal educational institution, and had passed, 
as a rule, after one year of special study, the state examination in 
librarianship, may be appointed as librarian in a library serving more 
than 10,000 inhabitants. In libraries serving from 2,000 to 10,000 in- 
habitants, the position of the librarian may be entrusted to persons 
who were graduated from at least the upper elementary school, had 
attended an appropriate special course, and had passed the state 
examination in librarianship. A special decree shall be issued to regu- 
late the extent of the special education in librarianship.6 
Pursuant to these provisions, the Ministry of Education and Culture 
of the Czechoslovak Republic issued the Decree of January 30, 1920, 
No. 64.583 ex 1919, by which a State Library School was established 
to provide for the professional education of librarians of public and 
research libraries. The school was placed under the supervision of 
the Ministry of Education and Culture which later issued regulations 
for entrance examinations and examination rules (Decrees of Septem- 
ber 25, 1920, No. 59.981, and of March 21, 1921, No. 21.628, respec- 
tively). The curriculum lasted one year and was designed to give 
students an adequate theoretical and practical library education. An 
entrance examination was required in order to ascertain the extent 
of the candidate’s general education, his knowledge of Czechoslovak 
literature, and of the essential works of world literature. Graduates 
of senior high schools were required to take only an examination in 
literature and, in certain cases, the entrance examination requirement 
could be waived entirelya7 Classes at the Czech library school began 
in October 1920 and were followed on August 27, 1921, by courses 
at the German branch of the library school.8 The original curriculum 
of the State Library School consisted of the following courses: 
1. Libraries of various categories, their history and present state, 
both domestic and foreign. 
2. Library legislation, domestic and foreign. 
3. The law of the press, depository copies. 
4. Library administration. 
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5. 	 General cataloging (including maps and music). 
6. 	 Special cataloging (manuscripts, documents, letters, frst edi-
tions, engravings). 
7. 	Book trade. 
8. 	 Bibliography, domestic and foreign; international bibliographies. 
9. 	 History of books and printing, binding, lettering techniques, 
book conservation and restoration.9 
Final examinations were of two kinds, for librarians of public li- 
braries and librarians of research libraries. The examination for the 
latter category comprised all the before mentioned courses, that for 
the former was limited to courses 1,2, 4, and 5. The total registration 
the first year was 100 students of whom 38 took the final examina- 
tion the same year. 
Simultaneously with the teaching of library science at the State 
Library School, various courses were organized throughout the coun- 
try. The legal basis for these was provided by the Law on the Com- 
munal Public Libraries and the Decree of the Ministry of Education 
and Culture of June 24, 1923. The courses were held regularly at 
intervals of several years in various cities, e.g., in Thbor, Osti nad Or- 
lici, and Znojmo during 1924, with an additional German course in 
Rumburk. At the same time, teachers’ colleges added lectures on 
librarianship to their curriculum, mainly because, as a rule, local 
school teachers in smaller communities had to carry out the functions 
of a librarian.1° 
While the opening of a State Library School represented a major 
step forward in the history of Czechoslovak librarianship, it soon 
became apparent that the school left much to be desired. The short- 
comings were specified in various articles by L. J. Zivnf and Bohu- 
slav Koutnik. They agreed that the school should have two sections, 
one aimed essentially at education for the work in public libraries and 
the other directed toward research libraries.ll At the same time there 
were complaints with regard to inadequate space, equipment, and 
especially the lack of practical training. The director of the State 
Library School, Zdenkk Tobolka, formerly Director of the Library of 
the Czechoslovak Parliament, desired a reorganization with regard 
to the needs of research libraries, while Zivnf and Koutnik gave pri- 
ority to public libraries. The controversy about the purpose of the 
school was interrupted by a sudden closing of the school in June 1927. 
From the day of the opening of the State Library School in 1920, until 
its closing in 1927, 169 students were graduated from the school, 80 
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of them having completed the requirements for librarians of public 
libraries and 89 for research libraries.12 
In the same year that the State Library School was closed, a new 
school of library science was established at the Faculty of Philosophy 
of the Charles University in Prague, under the name “Courses for 
Education of Administrative and Research Librarians,” with a two 
or four semester curriculum. The new school owed its existence to 
the persistent efforts of Zden6k Tobolka who insisted on having a 
library school for the primary aim of educating professional personnel 
for work in research libraries. The courses at the Faculty of Philosophy 
began in the fall semester of 1927 (Decree of the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Culture of September 26, 1927). The emphasis in the cur- 
riculum was on history and library science proper. In the first year, 
the following courses were given: 
Introduction to library science 
Library legislation 
Principles of library administration 
General bibliography and cataloging 
History of librarianship in Czechoslovakia. 
In the second year: 
Law of the press 
Administration of research libraries 
Special bibliography 
History of librarianship abroad 
History of printing.13 
It  should be pointed out that the curriculum still was of a merely 
supplemental nature, and the courses were not considered as an inte- 
gral part of the study at the Faculty of Philosophy. 
Since the State Library School was opened again the following year 
(1928), the study of librarianship was possible at either one of these 
institutions. The revised curriculum of the State Library School was 
largely designed for the librarians of public libraries (Decree of the 
Ministry of Education and Culture of July 19, 1928). The reformed 
school had two sections, Czech and German, both with a one-year 
curriculum. 
The following courses were taught at the State Library School: 
Contemporary Czechoslovak (or German ) literature with special 
emphasis on the needs of public libraries 
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Contemporary world literature 
Local (municipal) government law and administration 
Adult education, its organization and practice 
Fundamentals of psychology with spebial emphasis on the needs 
of adult education and librarianship 
Introduction to librarianship and library practice 
Library administration 
Cataloging l4 
The State Library School was closed several times for lack of 
funds.16 There were also many complaints that the school placed too 
much emphasis on the needs of adult education and neglected li- 
brarianship proper. It is estimated that approximately twenty students 
registered at the State Library School each year. The total number 
of graduates from the courses at the Faculty of Philosophy of the 
Charles University in Prague in the years 1927-1939 was 323, of whom 
170 were graduated from the junior section and 153 from the senior 
section (with two state examinations).16 It has been pointed out that 
the graduates from the State Library School proved to be more faith- 
ful to the library profession than those from the university courses. 
The graduates from the former school remained in the library pro- 
fession in a great majority of cases, while those from the university 
courses remained in the library profession only while studying at 
the Philosophical Faculty and quit immediately after finishing their 
studies to take jobs in other fie1ds.l' 
A major reform of the library science studies was undertaken under 
the German occupation in 1943. The State Library School curriculum 
was extended to two years, thus dividing the study into two kinds of 
library education, the lower, one-year school, and the higher, two-year 
school.18 The school remained open throughout the entire period of 
German occupation of the Czech provinces ( 1939-1945), while the 
courses at the Faculty of Philosophy were closed simultaneously with 
the closing of Czech universities in 1939. 
Education for librarianship in the liberated Czechoslovak Republic 
in 1945 was entrusted to the State Library School which successfully 
survived the period of German occupation. At the same time, the 
courses for the education of librarians at the Faculty of Philosophy 
of the University were reopened by a Decree of the Ministry of 
Education and Culture of October 8, 1945. The State Library School 
appeared to have been more attractive to the students of library 
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science with its total enrollment of seventy students as contrasted to 
a mere twenty at the courses of the Faculty of Philosophy.lV There 
was a vigorous attempt to remove this dichotomy in library education 
by the Association of the Czechoslovak Librarians which expressed 
a demand in its program of activities in 1946 for a unification of 
library studies in Czechoslovakia, Some librarians requested that li- 
brary education be concentrated at the Faculty of Pedagogy of the 
University of Prague, a demand which was at least partly successful 
in 1948, when new courses of library science were opened in the 
Department of Public Education and Librarianship at the Faculty of 
Pedagogy. However, this drive for the unification of library education 
failed because, instead of two different schools of librarianship, there 
were now three such schools in Czechoslovakia in 1948-49, the 
courses at the Faculty of Pedagogy having been added to those of 
the State Library School and Faculty of Philosophy. In the spring of 
1949, the courses at the Faculty of Philosophy were closed, and the 
activities of the State Library School were terminated at the end of 
the spring semester of the same year. The courses at the Faculty of 
Pedagogy were transferred back to the Faculty of Philosophy in 1950, 
where the teaching of library science was entrusted to a new, inde- 
pendent school.20 The school had a two-year curriculum and was put 
on the same level with other departments of the Faculty of Philosophy. 
For the first time in the history of Czechoslovak education for li- 
brarianship, the school of library science constituted a special uni- 
versity department. In the fall of 1952, the curriculum of the library 
school at the Faculty of Philosophy was extended to four years.21 
However, a two-year course of study was still possible, providing the 
necessary qualifications for semiprofessional work in libraries of all 
categories. The general curriculum and the content of individual 
courses were modeled on the plans of study of the Soviet library 
institutes and were combined with domestic traditions and experi- 
ence.22 
With the reorganization of the Czechoslovak school system in 1953, 
the study of librarianship underwent a new revision. From then on, 
education for librarianship was offered on two levels, as secondary 
school training, where library theory and practice were taught in high 
schools as a special field in addition to general education subjects, 
and at the university level. Library education at the high school level 
is given at special schools devoted to adult education in Prague, Brno, 
and Bratislava, with a four-year c u r r i c ~ l u m . ~ ~  Education for librarian- 
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ship at the university level was concentrated at the Faculty of Phi- 
lology of the University of Praguez4 and at the Faculty of Philology 
of the Comenius University in Bratislava. At the present time, library 
science at the university level is taught at the Department of Library 
Science of the Institute of Culture and Journalism of the Charles 
University in Prague and at the Department of Library Science of 
the Comenius University in Bratislava. 
The basic principles underlying the organization of education for 
librarianship in Czechoslovakia were outlined by Jaroslav Drtina, 
Director of the Department of Library Science at the University of 
Prague, in his report to the International Conference on Education 
for Librarianship, held in Prague, March 25-27, 1958.25 Although the 
study of library science at the university level has undergone a new 
revision since the conference, its basic principles, stated in Drtina’s 
report are still largely valid. The curriculum, as outlined by Drtina, 
shows a heavy emphasis on the ideological side which has been in- 
ceasingly apparent ever since 1948. A comparison of the curriculum of 
1945 of the State Library School in Prague (Table I, p. 173), with the 
principles outlined by Jaroslav Drtina and the courses taught at the 
Library School of the Faculty of Philology of the Charles University 
in Prague in 1958 (Table 11,p. 175),as well as the courses presently 
offered by the Institute of Culture and Journalism in 1960, reveals 
the continuing expansion of political indoctrination in library science 
courses. The proportion of political education is even higher than 
the schedule of classes indicates, for Marxist-Leninist ideology has 
permeated many other subjects, such as history, administration, and 
even cataloging. Moreover, the so called “readers’ guidance” courses 
are in fact another means of political indoctrination.26 
The study of library science in Czechoslovakia is divided into three 
major sections: ( a )  general studies called “common foundation 
courses,” ( b )  library science proper, and ( c )  ancillary disciplines.27 
The common foundation courses consist of classes on Marxism, study 
of languages, and physical education. The teaching of Marxism-Len-
inism dominates the entire area of general studies. The courses of 
political economy require a total of 120 hours of the curriculum, dia- 
lectical and historical materialism another 120 hours, and principles 
of Marxism-Leninism 224 hours. In addition, physical education takes 
308 hours of the total. It should be pointed out that physical education 
and sports are under a strict control exercised by both the government 
and the Communist Party and that, consequently, courses and various 
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activities of this kind are largely just another form of ideological 
indoctrination. A thorough background in the field of common founda- 
tion courses is regarded as essential for the study of library science 
and subsequent practice. It is held that the librarian must first master 
the Marxist-Leninist ideology in order to learn the right approach to 
various problems and to grasp the proper interrelationship of the 
TABLE I 
T h e  Curriculum of the State Library School in Prague (1945) 
NO.of Hours Per Week by Semester 
&Year I-Year 
Course Program Program 
i a s . 4  1 2 
Introduction to philosophy 2 2 
Introduction to sociology 2 
Political education 2 2 1 1 
Introduction to economics 2- 2 
Introduction to sychology 2 2 
Readers’ pa ychorog y 2 2 
Introduction to public law 2 2 2 
Auxiliary sciences to history 2 2 2 
Cultural history of the 19th and 20th centu ries 2 2 3 3 
Czech literature for librarians 3 3 3 3 3 3 
World literature for librarians 3 3 3 3 3 3 
Science literature 2 2 2 2 2 2 
The adolescent and the library 2 2 2 
Descriptive cataloging 2 2 2 2 2 2 
Subject cataloging 2 2 2 
Advanced cataloging 2 
Public library administration 2 2 2 2 2 2 
Administration of research and 
government libraries 2 2 2 2 2 2 
Binding and conservation of 
books and manuscripts 1 1 
Special libraries 1 
Reference and bibliography 2 2 1 1 2 2 
Documentation 1 
Book trade 1 1 1 
Public library laws 2 2 1 
Research librarv laws 1 1 
Government li6rary laws 1 1 
History of public libraries 2 
History of research libraries 2 
History of writing and publishing 2 2 2 2 
Book arts 2 
Adult education 2 2 2 2 1 1 
Statistics 2 
Bookkeeping 2 
Seminar in library Rcience 2 2 
Typing 2 
Source: (See Reference 53) 
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economic, political, and cultural aspects of contemporary life. The 
explanation for the amount of time devoted to physical education by 
library science students is the need of preparing the future librarians 
for their physically strenuous profession. 
The study of Russian, two additional languages (English, French, 
or German, according to the student’s choice), and Latin, forms an 
obligatory part of the general studies in the library science curriculum. 
The interest of the students has turned lately from the study of Eng-
lish to the study of German, apparently in view of the vast amount of 
German literature in the Czechoslovak libraries. The emphasis on the 
study of Latin is somewhat surprising and is explained by the con- 
siderable amount of Latin works in the collections.28 
While this arrangement was well suited to the educational needs 
of the largest group of librarians, especially those in public libraries 
and various medium-sized and smaller libraries, it proved inadequate 
as a preparation for work in technical and scientific libraries. A more 
pragmatic approach to this part of the library education program, 
based on a more realistic appraisal of the economic needs, called for 
specialization other than that offered by the course in humanities. A 
regular program of technological studies for librarians was instituted 
in 1955-56. This technical education was devised in such a way as to 
give the library science students a sufficient background for handling 
the contemporary technical literature, but not to deal with theoretical 
or production pr~blems.~S The content and the scope of the courses 
in technology are shown in Table 11, (p.  175). 
The sector of librarianship in the narrower sense comprises library 
science proper, including not only bibliography, cataloging, techniques 
and organization of library work, history of writing, printing, and 
books, but also applied pedagogical psychology, work with the reader, 
a course on the types of libraries, and world library literature. The 
study of library science is preceded by an introductory course which 
gives the student a general outline of the scope and purpose of a 
librarian’s work. Unless there are other, more specialized courses, 
“Introduction to Library Science” is supposed to include the following 
basic topics: 
( 1) theory of librarianship, its essence and contemporary meaning, 
and a comparative study of Western and Soviet library theories, ( 2 )  
a general outline of librarianship in Czechoslovakia and abroad, as 
well as forms of international cooperation in librarianship, and ( 3 )
problems of library education, 
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TABLE I1 
The Curriculum of the School of Library Science of the Faculty 
of Philology of the Charles University in Prague 
No.  of Hours Per Week by Semester 
(Five Year Program)
Total 
Course hours 1 d 8 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0  
Economics 120 4 4 
Dialectical and historical 
materialism 120 4 4 
Fundamentals of bfarxism-
Leninism 224 
Russian 128 
World language 128 
Latin 64 2 2 
Physical education 308 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
Introduction to librarianship 32 2 
Theory and history of 
bibliography 64 1 1 2 
World history 64 2 2 
History of Czechoslovakia 64 2 2 
Cataloging 150 1 1 2 1 2 
Practical exercises in cata- 
loging and bibliography 94 1 1 1 1 1  
History of writing, books 
and printing 96 2 2 2 
Cultural policy 64 2 2 
Techniques and organization 
of library work 64 2 2 
Pedagogical psychology 90 2 2 2 
Work with the reader 124 2 2 2 
Special bibliography 116 2 2 2 2 
History and organization of 
libraries 60 2 2 
Russian and Soviet literature 116 2 2 2 2 
World literature 244 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
Children’s literature 56 2 2 
Practical exercises in literature 
for the children 28 1 1  
Work in outside libraries 
of various types 28 1 1  
Exercises in practical
library work 224 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
Psychology for librarians 48 2 2 
Selected chapters on world 
library literature 48 2 2 
Second world language 116 2 2 2 2 
Introduction to  Czech grammar 32 2 
Czech grammar 96 2 2 2 
Theory of literature 64 2 2 
Czech literature 188 2 2 2 2 2 2 
Practical exercises in Czech 
literature 60 2 2 
Ancient Czech literature 32 2 
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TABLE 11-Continued 
The Curriculum of the School of Library Science of the Faculty 
of Philology of the Charles Uniuersity in Prague 
No. of Hours Per Week by Semester 
(Five Year Program) 
Total 
Course hours 1 2 3 6 6 6 7 8 9 10 
Technology of mining, metal- 
Mechanical engineering, 
Textile and wood industry, 
lurgy and power industry 
chemical industry 
construction work 
Mechanical engineering 
Food and light industry 
96 
96 
60 
48 
64 
6 
3 
6 
4 
4 
Theory and methods of scien-
tific, technical and economic 
information retrieval 30 2 
Source: (See Reference 54) 
The course is expected to help the student acquire the following 
knowledge: 
(1)correct and progressive view of the social mission of library work 
in a socialist society, ( 2 )  realization that each library or bibliographi- 
cal project is a mere part of library theory, and that each library is a 
component part of an organizational whole, (3)  knowledge of ideas 
and organizational principles, especially those governing socialist li- 
brarianship, (4) essential knowledge of Czechoslovak librarianship, of 
the various types of libraries, major libraries, central library organs, 
etc., ( 5 )  knowledge of foreign libraries, in particular, those in the 
Soviet Union and the people's democracies, as well as of the funda- 
mental problems of the international cooperation in librarianship, (6)  
knowledge of the problems of education for librarianship in Czecho- 
slovakia and abroad, especially thorough knowledge of education for 
librarianship at university level, its development, aims, etc., ( 7 )  prac-
tical methods of utilization of bibliography on library science, library 
dictionaries and encyclopedias, and methods of getting acquainted 
with the essential reference literature for books and periodicals, and 
(8) methods of effective use, for the purpose of independent study, 
of the libraries of the department of library science and the Central 
Research Cabinet of Library Science of the University Library in 
Prague.30 
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“Cataloging” includes descriptive and subject cataloging, as well as 
special cataloging (manuscripts, incunabula, music, drawings, maps, 
phonograph records, old prints, microfilms, legal regulations, patents, 
literature produced by industrial organization, and letters). Not even 
cataloging escapes the influence of the Marxist-Leninist idealogy. A 
close connection between ideology and cataloging is impressed upon 
students in the organization and divisions of the classed catalog and 
the public catalogs. 
“Library Techniques and Organization of Library Work” embraces 
the following fields: 
(1)Introductory questions, (2) Theory of library collections (study 
of library collections, systems of library collections, building of collec-
tions, transfer and weeding of literature), (3 )  Acquisition (sources 
and technique, accession, designation), (4)Inventory of the library 
collections and its preparation, ( 5 ) Marking of books, symbols, con- 
servation and sanitary protection of books, ( 6 )  Circulation techniques, 
( 7 )  Control of library collections and its reflection in the catalogs, 
( 8 )  Planning of library work, control of its functioning and fulfill- 
ment of planned tasks, and (9)  Organization of library work.31 
The adequacy of the library technique course was questioned by 
Drtina in a recent article.32 It  was found, in particular, that the theory, 
as taught at the library school, was far behind actual practice, that 
this subject was a sort of a “life-saver” for the worst students, and 
that the students of the advanced technical information course, offered 
later in the course of study, discovered an entirely new world of 
techniques of which they had never heard. The author calls for a 
revision of the course which would effectively eliminate all duplica- 
tion, especially with respect to library materials, cataloging, classed 
catalogs, and various automation devices, the latter being by no 
means an exclusive concern of the course on library techniques but 
primarily a bibliography and reference problem. 
“History and Organization of Librarianship” includes : 
(1) History of libraries, either individual or groups of libraries, or- 
ganization of libraries, their administration and social influence 
(2) History of library science, development of views concerning 
organization, techniques and building of library collections, 
cataloging and classification, working with the reader, as well 
as development of education for librarianship 
( 3 )  Biography of the leading representatives of librarianship in 
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Czechoslovakia and abroad; history of library associations on 
national and international planes33 
“Pedagogical Psychology, with Special Emphasis on Working with 
the Reader” and “Working with the Reader” are closely connected 
and comprise courses on general pedagogical psychology, pedagogy 
for advanced students, and readers’ psychology. The knowledge of 
psychology is regarded as essential not only for the future librarians 
of public libraries but of research and scientific libraries as well. The 
psychology courses therefore are also expected to provide instruction 
in methods of research. 
“History of Writing, Books, and Printing” should provide a knowl- 
edge not only of the history of writing, book making, and printing in 
the West, but also of the developments in the East, with special 
reference to China and India. 
“Types of Libraries” consists largely of a series of lectures by 
practicing librarians from various libraries. I t  is said to have been a 
failure with regard to student interest 34 and has been discontinued. 
“Selected Chapters from World Literature on Librarianship” has as 
its ostensible purpose to acquaint the students with the latest develop- 
ments in the field of librarianship, but its content appears to have 
strong Marxist-Leninist overtones. I t  is openly admitted that the 
purpose of the course is political, and that it aims at correcting some 
“erroneous” views. It has been found that “the students, who know 
foreign languages, read Western library literature, but do not take 
their reading critically, and are influenced by superficial phrases 
which conceal the reality.” Therefore, the students are supposed to 
receive, in this course, an appropriate “explanation of the positive and 
the negative sides of librarianship in the capitalist countries, as well 
as the proper solution of the library problems on a world-wide scale 
by calling to the students’ attention the common as well as the differ- 
ent aspects of librarianship in the capitalist and socialist countries.” 3b 
The emphasis on the study of “Bibliography” is extraordinary. The 
initial course includes an introduction to the meaning of bibliography, 
terminology, various concepts of bibliographical work, history of 
bibliography, its present development and status, and the organiza- 
tion of bibliographical work in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 
and abroad. The introductory course is designed to provide the stu- 
dents with an adequate knowledge of basic bibliographical tools and 
their utilization. In succeeding courses, the students become ac-
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quainted with general bibliography and, later, with the theory and 
practice of special bibliography, such as selective and recommended 
reading bibliographies. During this course, the students learn the 
art of annotation, from both the theoretical and practical points of 
view. In further study, the teaching of bibliography proceeds to 
documentation. Documentation is taught in other courses as well, 
e.g., in the course on methods of technical and economic information. 
After mastering the fundamentals of bibliography and documentation, 
the students have to study special bibliography, e.g., on Marxism- 
Leninism, as well as current technical and agricultural literature. The 
specialization of the students in various fields leads to a more inten- 
sive study of bibliography which is expected to provide not only a 
knowledge of the pertinent literature, but also of the basic structure, 
terminology, developments and main problems in the field of special- 
ization. All bibliography courses consist of lectures and practical 
exercises. 
The study of bibliography is supplemented by a special course, the 
purpose of which is to explain the general cultural policy of countries 
in the process of transition from capitalism to socialism. Librarianship, 
as an integral part of the whole, is expected to fit into the general 
picture of transition, and the students of library science are therefore 
to be thoroughly informed about the fundamental problems confront- 
ing the government during the transitional stage. 
At the present time, there are two graduate schools of library 
science in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the Department of 
Library Science of the Institute of Culture and Journalism of the 
Charles University in Prague and the Department of Library Science 
of the Comenius University in Bratislava. These two library schools 
are designed for students who desire a library education at the uni- 
versity level. The admission requirements are about the same as for 
other types of university education. Librarians who already have a 
complete university education in fields other than librarianship are 
not required to study at the above mentioned graduate library schools 
but have to attend special courses instead. Candidates for the library 
profession may also enroll in the so called “cultural schools” with 
special library courses which provide a library education at a lower 
leve1.36 The length of study at the Department of Library Science of 
the Institute of Culture and Journalism of the Charles University in 
Prague is five years. However, the five year span includes apprentice- 
FRANCIS J. K A S E  
ship in book manufacture, library practice and, like all schoolwork 
in a Communist country, a great deal of ideological training. More- 
over, the students of library science are selected strictly from the 
point of view of their political acceptability, because “a thorough polit- 
ical education, correct orientation and work attitude, and a Marxist- 
Leninist scientific ideology, permeating all library work and reflecting 
the librarian’s attitude, are the basic prerequisites of a successful 
work performance.” 37 
The first year of study consists of work in printing shops (thirty 
hours a week), with only nine hours a week devoted to library studies 
proper. While the work in printing shops is the main part of the first 
year’s curriculum, practice in other book manufacturing fields, such 
as book binding, is also included, The next three years are devoted 
to library studies. At the end of the fourth year the students are 
required to take a comprehensive examination in Marxism-Leninism, 
library science, and bibliography. During the fifth year of study, those 
students who have successfully passed the comprehensive examination 
may take jobs in libraries and finish their studies while so employed. 
However, the dissertation must be submitted and accepted within two 
years after successful termination of the fourth year of study. In addi- 
tion, an examination in the graduate’s field of specialization is required 
for a diploma.38 
In addition to full-time library studies, the department of library 
science also offers a five-year correspondence course for practicing li-
brarians from Prague and various regions of Bohemia and Moravia. 
The correspondence courses have essentially the same curriculum as 
the regular courses, with oral consultations taking place three times 
each term, the students being instructed in this way regarding the 
fundamentals of librarianship as well as various matters which re- 
quire explanation by the teacher.39 The course of study continues five 
years and is designed primarily for employed students. The course 
content is about the same as that designed for full-time students, but 
practice in book manufacture is not required. Among the admission 
requirements are two years of experience in library work and a recom- 
mendation from the applicant’s place of work.40 
The applications for admission to correspondence courses at the 
Library School of the Institute of Culture and Journalism in Prague 
greatly exceed the available facilities. Courses have been offered since 
1952, and every year a considerable number of applicants have to be 
turned down. In the academic year 1961-62, there were only seventy- 
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one full-time students enrolled at the school, while there were 107 in 
the correspondence course.41 
Only some thirty percent of applicants were accepted in 1962. The 
selection was made according to whether or not the admission of a 
particular student could be justified from the point of view of its 
“significance to society,” or with regard to the importance of the appli- 
cant’s working place or its geographical location, In practice, higher 
priority was given to applicants from public libraries, border regions, 
and the Ostrava region. The committee on admissions decides whether 
or not a university education for each candidate is necessary. No con-
sideration can be given to applicants who merely want a better job. 
I t  is emphasized that admission can be determined neither by the 
applicant’s wish nor by the request from his place of work. The quali- 
fications of the applicant are ascertained at an interview during which 
the applicant must prove his political maturity as well as basic edu- 
cational background at least on the level which is usually provided 
by study at a senior high school. The emphasis on basic general knowl- 
edge is strong. I t  has been pointed out that it is possible to admit to 
these studies someone who has deficiencies in his knowledge of 
Marxism-Leninism, librarianship or literature, but that a lack of a 
general knowledge cannot be excused under any circumstances.42 
The following list of lectures, seminars, and exercises required by 
the library department of the Institute of Culture and Journalism 
shows the heavy emphasis on the ideological side of the curriculum: 43 
Course Total Number of Hours 
Marxism-Leninism 368 
Physical education 160 
Russian 88 
World language 160 
Second world language 104 
Introduction to the study of librarianship 16 
Cultural policy 16 
Cultural work 16 
General and special bibliography 212 
Cataloging 140 
History of writing, books and printing 56 
Library techniques 98 
Library practice 224 
General and educational psychology 56 
Introduction to pedagogy for librarians 52 
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Course Total Number of Hours 
Working with the reader 32 
History and organization of the library profession 72 
Modern printing methods 32 
Library proseminar and seminar 160 
Book selection 104 
Selected lectures on world library science literature . .  
Reader’s psychology .. 
Dissertation guidance .. 
Furthermore, each library science student is required to choose one 
of three fields of specialization, i.e., literature, technology, or natural 
sciences, and he must also take some additional courses and seminars 
in his chosen field. 
The teaching of ideology is not limited to the main course on 
Marxism-Leninism but includes other courses as well, such as courses 
on cultural policy and cultural work. The emphasis on foreign lan- 
guages is remarkable. It is admitted that English is a dominant lan- 
guage of specialized literature, followed by Russian, French, German, 
and Spanish. A rise in the importance of Russian and Chinese-at least 
to the level of the English language--is anticipated. At the same time, 
a decline in the importance of German and French, counterbalanced 
by a spread of Hindu, Japanese, Spanish, Indonesian, and African 
languages, is expectedS4* The future librarians are also invited to study 
other less common languages, such as Hungarian, Bulgarian, Swedish, 
etc4j Knowledge of Latin is no longer required. 
The study of general and applied psychology as part of a library 
science curriculum is perhaps unusual although certainly not irrele- 
vant. The emphasis on physical education seems quite peculiar. It 
has already been pointed out, however, that in the Communist coun- 
tries all physical education, gymnastics, and sports are government 
controlled and that, to a considerable extent, physical exercises are 
a part of ideological indoctrination. Among mental requirements, or- 
ganizational ability, an analytical mind, and rapid thinking are es- 
pecially stressed. Furthermore, the library science candidates are ex- 
pected to be proficient in scientific and research methods, because 
they are expected to become the future “advisers in the methods of 
study, and work with specialized literature.” 46 
Considerable thought has been given to an effective merger between 
theory and practice in library training at the university level. This has 
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been attempted in two ways: ( a )  junior teachers of the faculty take 
part in the practical work of a library, and ( b )  students of the library 
school are employed in various libraries for a limited period of time. 
As far as the practical training of the teachers is concerned, it has 
been proposed that their practice in the libraries be limited exclusively 
to research work. The frequency of such practical work would vary 
from one day a week to a full semester of employment. However, it 
appears that the proposals for the employment of teachers in the li- 
brary are largely academic, because any extended practical assign- 
ment is out of the question in view of the shortage of teachers and 
their full teaching schedule.47 
The study of library science in class rooms is supplemented by 
practical exercises in the library of the Institute of Culture and Jour- 
nalism. In addition, students are sent to various libraries throughout 
the country for a limited time, usually not exceeding three weeks. 
Although the time for outside practice was extended to a full month 
during 1961-62, it appears that this method of training for librarian- 
ship has been only partly successful. Only a few libraries were willing 
and had facilities to accept trainees, or groups of trainees, for a limited 
period of time. In addition, the trainees lacked the opportunity to 
learn enough during their short stay. The host libraries often do not 
want to be bothered with an elaborate training program but give the 
trainees various inferior odd-job assignments, such as moving books 
from storage, filing, and checking duplicates. A hope has been ex-
pressed that some improvement in the practice can be effected by 
selecting certain libraries with adequate equipment for the on-the-job 
training of the students on a regular basis and by establishing per- 
manent cooperation between the library school and the host library.48 
It is also difficult to imagine how the enormous extent of the practical 
training in some cases can be squeezed into the three weeks scheduled 
for the practice. 
Moreover, it appears that the directions issued by the library school 
for the practical training of its students were too vague and unrealistic, 
such as, 11days’ training in library methods and 13 days in bibliog- 
raph~.~BUnder such circumstances, some libraries simply left the 
trainees alone or gave them some elementary tasks which did not 
require any instructions or supervi~ion.~~ More elaborate plans for 
the practical training of library science students were set forth in the 
curriculum of the department of library science of the Institute of 
Culture and Journalism (described earlier) 
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University education is, of course, not the only form of training for 
the present and future librarians. There are various courses below the 
university level designed mainly for voluntary library workers and 
library assistants as well as special extension courses for professional 
librarians. Such classes are sometimes organized by district (public) 
libraries or by the National Library as a correspondence course.51 
The program of library training, as outlined in the curriculum of 
the library school of the Institute of Culture and Journalism or, earlier, 
in that of the Faculty of Philology of the Charles University in Prague, 
seems to give serious consideration to the basic philosophical concepts 
of the library profession, the proper setting of the library in society, 
and the real historical perspective of contemporary librarianship. If 
this kind of education for librarianship could be divorced from its 
dominant ideological purpose, it would be preferable to the trade- 
school approach to library education. However, an educational sys- 
tem in which allegiance to an ideology is of prime importance is 
bound to value ideological conformity more highly than intellectual 
excellence. In the last analysis, such a system is seIf-contradictory; by 
placing a premium on obedience, submission and conformity, and by 
denying opportunity to those who are intellectually independent, it 
produces mediocrities. Education for librarianship could hardly be an 
exception to this rule. Education for librarianship in the Czechoslovak 
Socialist Republic, like education in general, still moves within the 
narrow bounds of ideology. The library science curriculum is still 
burdened with too much Marxist-Leninist doctrinal dogmatism to 
show a significant improvement, although there are some indications 
that the doctrine is not the sole consideration in teaching library sci- 
ence. A statement made by Jaroslav Drtina at the International Con- 
ference on Education for Librarianship held at Prague on March 25-27, 
1958, to the effect that bibliography is a subject equivalent to Marxism 
in the state examination,62 sounds like a move toward a more sensible 
form of education. 
However, it would be erroneous to be too optimistic about such 
isolated statements because it is much too obvious that Communist 
pronouncements made at international meetings are largely made for 
foreign consumption. Czechoslovakia, as the most obedient of the 
Soviet satellites, has little chance to benefit from an educational revo- 
lution of the kind which is presently swaying Russia. It is generally 
agreed that while an extension of opportunities for mass education 
to its people has been one of the major Soviet achievements, it repre- 
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sents, at the same time, the most potent seed of change for the future 
Soviet society. No such revolution occurred in Czechoslovakia where 
the level of education of the masses has always been far above the 
Russian level. Moreover, there has not been any perceptible change 
in the political climate in Czechoslovakia comparable to that in the 
post-Stalin Soviet Union. At the same time, the Czechoslovak people 
appear to have learned the wisdom of the maxim ‘%better quiet than 
dead,” and they do not seem likely to become insurgent in the near 
future. Under such circumstances a hope for a real, institutional change 
appears dim indeed, and it can be safely assumed that education in 
the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic will remain within the strict 
framework of communist orthodoxy for some time. 
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